
books, supplies and student sponsorship.  

A few weeks later I found myself in elementary schools, 

middle schools, high schools, colleges, churches and 
many more places where I shared my story and my 

heart to help Africa. What started as a small high 
school club became a non-profit organization receiving 

support from schools in Iowa. 

 

Many people ask me why I am doing this as young as I 

am; but, that is what Hope 4 Africa is all about. I believe 
that my generation, my peers can and should take 

action to make an impact in the lives of other people 

young just like us. Their stories are never shared 
online, their faces are not seen and their voices are 

not heard but WE the youth of America we will share 
their stories, we will associate names with their faces 

and we surely will listen to their voices. 

 

I hope you will consider joining us in this great journey 

of bringing hope and prosperity to the people of Africa. 

~Moses Bomett~ 

It all began when I 

was 16 years old and 

attended Valley High 
School in West Des 

Moines, IA. I couldn’t 
believe what I     

experienced. I tried 

to compare attending 
a public school in 

America to attending 
a public school in 

Kenya, but I could not 

seem to comprehend 
it all. I saw all the 

opportunities that were readily available to students in 
America and I asked myself why this was not the case for 

my fellow Kenyans. 

 

It wasn’t long before one of the teachers approached me 

with an opportunity to participate in an Iowa High School 

Speech Association contest. I reluctantly accepted    
without knowing what I was getting myself into. The big    

question that was left unanswered was what I was going 

to write/talk about in my 8  minute oratory speech. 

This is when I saw the opportunity to write and share 

about my homeland and what was really going on. 

Through my research and personal experience growing 

up in Kenya for 12 years I came to a realization that   
quality education is what set apart these two          

continents. Quality education in teaching a mother to 

better take care of her young one. Quality education in 
teaching a local farmer how to get more produce from 

his land. Quality education about the diseases that kill 
thousands of people everyday. Basically, quality     

education at all levels and in all areas. 

 

After I completed my speech competition, one of my 

friends asked what I was doing to help the situation in 
Africa and I looked at him, confused. He explained that 

he felt like we needed to do something about it, that we 

needed to be a part of the solution and not a part of the 
problem. This is when we started a club and called it 

Hope 4 Africa. Our goal was simple, to help improve the 

quality of education in Africa. We organized simple 
fundraisers such as bake sales, a 3 on 3  basketball 

tournament and an overnight event to raise money for 
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“Long-term solutions for problems in Africa” 

A STORY FROM A STUDENT JUST LIKE YOU 
My name is Kyle Upchurch and I am Co-Director of     

Operations here at Hope 4 Africa. To me, it is still weird to 

say that title - “Co-Director of Operations” - it sounds so 
official. I’m just a student who, like yourself, has become 

inspired by the actions of my good friend Moses Bomett 
and driven to bring change to Africa. From what I’ve seen, 

our generation tends to share that desire to better the 

world and that is why Hope 4 Africa, originally a small high 
school club, has grown to the point where it needs to 

produce a guide for future club leaders.  

 

I’ve been with this organization since nearly the beginning, 

and, while seeing its progress has been amazing, I’m not 
surprised. I was drawn into the club after it gained    

attention throughout my high school and in the local 
press. Selfishly, I thought this would be a perfect way to 

get involved at school and maybe put something on my 

college applications - I mean, it sounded interesting 
enough and they had REALLY cool t-shirts. So I went, and 

the first thing I noticed was the way Moses just absolutely 

owned the room while he spoke. Though I often tell him 
that his cool Kenyan accent is what draws people in, it 

was what he was saying that really got me. By nature, this 

club demanded ambition and Moses is certainly     
ambitious. Yet, he combined that ambition with a sense 

of pragmatism. He knew that as a small club we could 
only do so much, so we raised money to provide a 

school with clean water. This combination of ambition 

and a way to intelligently use it is a characteristic that 
still defines our 

organization. 
After high 

school, I began 

attending Iowa 
State University 

where,       
coincidentally, I 

had a class with 

Moses. It had 
been a while 

since I had done 

anything with 
h4a, but     

naturally Moses and I got to talking about it, and we 
started the club at Iowa State. That year, we completed 

a program that saw 1774 books purchased and 1000+ 

students impacted. During summer, I went to Kenya to 

implement the program. What I saw was a group of 
kids who so valued school that they would walk miles, 

barefoot, in order to attend; and yet, the necessary 
quality education was simply not there. At that point, I 

realized that Hope 4 Africa was doing an amazing thing 

- bringing hope to a region and population, however 
small, that has been written off by far too many people. 

Since then, Moses and I have left the club leadership at 
Iowa State to more fully devote our attention to the 

organization as it grows. 

 
Hope 4 Africa has been so much more than an       

extracurricular activity or volunteer job to me; through 
my participation in this organization, I have met some 

of my best friends, I have made a difference, and I have 

had the time of my life. That’s why it’s so strange to 
see “Co-Director of Operations” by my name; it looks 

like a job title and to reduce h4a to just a job is, to me, 

doing it a great disservice. This organization is full of 
amazing people who started out as interested students 

just like yourself, and we look forward to having you 
join our community and helping us bring Hope to Africa. 

 

~Jonathan Kyle Upchurch~ 



Far too often we get carried away and forget the great lengths to which people go to receive     

education. Though there are, admittedly, issues with education in the United States, the majority 

of young Americans still have ready access to schooling. This is not the case in Africa for    
millions of people. In 1 out of 4 African countries, 50% of the children enrolled in primary school 

do not continue on to secondary school. However, more than 85% of primary pupils make the 
transition in most countries of  Europe, Asia, North and South America. Only 25% of African 

countries achieve similar results.  

To provide long-term solutions for the problems in Africa. 

We believe that Africa has the potential to be a better place if and only if we channel the necessary    

resources to the right place(s). We need to empower Africans so they can be independent and, in turn, 
witness themselves coming up with homegrown solutions that directly apply to them. It is a partnership in 

which we work hand in hand to bring lasting change to the continent of Africa. Our current focus is in the 

education sector where we hope to provide  access to quality education for people in Africa at the     

primary and secondary level. 

WHO WE ARE 

O UR VISION  

W HY  EDUCATION ?  

Education will give the next generation the tools to fight poverty and conquer diseases such as 

HIV/AIDS and malaria. School also offers children a safe environment, with support, supervision 

and socialization while potentially providing children with life-saving vaccines, fresh water and 

nutrient supplementation. 

Ignorance leads to poverty and disease, which fosters the instability seen in so many African 
countries today. This instability leads to poor infrastructure and therefore a lack of quality 

education. In several cases it leads to war, crime and insecurity. It is a vicious cycle that only 

quality education can break. 
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To provide an opportunity for the youth of America to bring lasting change and prosperity to the 

youth of Africa. 

“Young people helping young people”- That is what Hope 4 Africa is all about. It is the youth who need to 
take up plans of action to impact the world. A 15 year old girl in Nakuru, Kenya, Africa never chose for her 

father to die early in her life and for her mother to leave her with her 2 year old brother. She struggles to 

afford $15 a month to attend high school where she tops her class. This is where another 15 year old 
comes in, she is thousands of miles away, but she is moved by her story and chooses to host a bake sale 

to raise money for her new friend to receive an education like the one she has received. This is one of the 

many stories that we want to share with others to get them excited about making a difference. 

O UR MISSION 

JOIN  US ONLINE  

facebook.com/hope4africa twitter.com/hope4africa flickr.com/hope4africa vimeo.com/hope4africa 
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ABOUT THE CAMPAIGN 

Clubs 4 Hope is the backbone of our organization. As our mission states, we aim “To provide an opportunity for the youth 

of America to bring lasting change and   prosperity to the youth of Africa” This is what Clubs 4 Hope is about. We believe 

that as young as we are, we can all make a difference in the lives of others. If you haven’t already read our founder’s 
story, you should, because you will find that this is how Hope 4 Africa came to be. Starting from a small club at Valley 

High School in West Des Moines, Iowa with about 20 members, Hope 4 Africa has now grown into a non-profit           
organization with branches in various schools here in America. The goal of this campaign is two fold: First, to raise  

money to help improve the quality of education at our partner schools and second, to raise awareness about the current 

situation in Africa. Far too often, the media focuses only on the hopeless side of Africa; as an organization, we would like 
to change this and it is through this campaign that we will achieve that. As we take time to “educate” the young people in 

Africa we would also like to “educate” ourselves about their homeland, their lives and what it is like to be in their shoes.  

O UR PARTNER SCHOOLS 

When we started out as a club in March 2008, we decided to work with one private primary school in   

Nakuru, Kenya. In July 2009 Moses visited Kenya to witness our efforts so far at our partner school. 

Through that trip we expanded to three other schools: two primary schools and one high school. The    
difference with these three schools is that they were all public schools and their quality of education was 

very low. This inspired us to work even harder to help these schools so the students can reach their full 
potential and achieve all of their goals. In January 2011, our first partner school closed down due to lack of 

support (in school fees) from the students. It was hard for us to see this, but we knew there was nothing 

we could do but simply do more for our other three schools. Our current three partner schools are: Ogilgei 

Primary School, Kirobon Primary School and Boror High School.  

O UR PROGRAMS AT  THE SCHOOLS 

Every school year through our summer trip, we come up with new programs at each of the three 

schools. In the past we have: 

- Provided over 1700 textbooks and library books through our Books 4 Hope program. 
- Provided 21 high school scholarships through our Hope 4 Students program 

- Provided a computer lab with 10 computers through our Computers 4 Hope program. 

- Planted over 2000 trees through our Trees 4 Hope program.  

For the school year 2011-2012 we have four programs that we will be focusing on: Hope 4 Students, H2O 

4 Hope, Music 4 Hope and Electricity 4 Hope.  

Learn more about our current programs on our programs page at:  

www.hope4africa.info/programs 

CLUBS IN  THE CAMPAIGN  

Currently we have four active clubs in our Clubs 4 Hope campaign. It is through the support of these clubs that we have been able to complete all our past programs and our 

big thanks goes to everyone who supported us. This school year we are working on expanding to several schools with our goal being to have at least ten active clubs in this 

campaign. Our current clubs are as follows: 

 

Hope 4 Students H2O 4 Hope 

Music 4 Hope Electricity 4 Hope 

Iowa State University Waukee High School Valley High School University of Iowa 



Hope 4 Africa is, and always will be, rooted in the passion and participation of the youth of America. Born out of a club at a high school in West Des Moines, Iowa, our   
organization has grown into a 501c3 non-profit providing aid to multiple schools in Kenya. Despite still being a relatively small NGO, we have seen, firsthand, an amazing 
impact in those we help. As we continue to grow, so will the positive effects we have on a continent in desperate need of our assistance; however, the only way for us to 
grow, is for you to help us. By starting a club, you will be joining a small but passionate group of students across America that are dedicated to bringing long-term      
solutions to the problems of Africa. These students, and the clubs they run, are the core of our organization. We are asking you to be a part of something special - to help 
us bring hope to people that may not find it otherwise. 

Before getting into this topic, we want to stress that Hope 4 Africa takes a very hands-off approach when it comes to our clubs. We believe that as a club leader, you and 
your fellow officers should be allowed the freedom and creativity to run your branch how you see fit. We will be there to help whenever you need it, but every club is 
unique and no one will know how better to make your club successful than you. That said, there are certain universal truths and issues when it comes to running a Hope 4 
Africa student club. 
 
Each Hope 4 Africa club typically has a group of officers that run the club; these are passionate students just like yourself who help make the important decisions. Specific 
structure (types and number of positions) is up to you, but as a frame of reference, consider our Iowa State club: they have a President, Vice President, Treasurer,    
Secretary, Fundraising Chair, Public Relations Chair, Multimedia Chair, Online Networking Chair, and Social Chair. While each person has a specific role, we have found that 
one of the most important duties of all officers is simply to discuss and formulate the ideas that help the club grow and succeed. 
 
With regards to meetings, as with most aspects of running your club, the details are up to you. However, once again, we can use the Iowa State club to give you some 
ideas. Our Iowa State chapter holds weekly general meetings for members in addition to a separate executive meeting for officers with both typically lasting an hour. The 
structure of the general meetings has varied, but they have been used as a forum in which the members of the club can get to know each other, club related tasks can get 
done, and information (both about the club and the situation in Africa) can be shared. Executive meetings are where the officers gather to discuss club business; from who 
needs to get a form signed to what the next fundraiser will be, these discussions are vitally important to both the overall and day-to-day success of the club. This is the 
structure we recommend but changes can be made based on what you think is best. 
 
The fundamental goal of our clubs is to organize and run fundraising events in order to raise money for the programs we support. These events, planned and executed by 
individual chapters, are the backbone of our organization and, in our opinion, the best, most fun part of what we do. Here, c lub leaders can use their creativity to come up 
with fun fundraising ideas that support our programs. Clubs have done everything from tie-dying and selling shirts, to sponsoring open-mic nights, to going 12 hours    
without food in order to raise money. So, use your imagination; events are how you can make your Hope 4 Africa branch productive and fun at the same time. 
 
Running a Hope 4 Africa club will look great on a resume; but, we know from experience that it can be much more than that. You will do great things, meet great people, 
and have a great time doing it. It will be difficult for a while, getting a club off the ground is a slow process with a learning curve, but if you stick with it you will have an 
incredible experience. Though it will take work, you will find that it is not demanding as you might imagine, partially because of how fun and rewarding it is to be involved in 
the leadership of a Hope 4 Africa student club. 

START A HOPE 4 AFRICA CLUB 

RUNNING  A HOPE 4 A FRICA CLUB 

PROCCESS OF STARTING A HOPE 4 A FRICA CLUB AT  YOUR  SCHOOL 

While each university and high school has their own rules and requirements for prospective student organizations to follow, we have found that there are certain steps 
that nearly all of our potential club leaders should take in order to get Hope 4 Africa established at their school. 
 
1. The first step may be the most important - gauge interest in a Hope 4 Africa club among your friends. Send emails out, text people you think may be interested, talk to 
anyone who you feel would want to help you in this endeavor. This may seem simple, but it is vitally important that you have support as you get the club off the ground. We 
aren’t saying that you need dozens of students in line for officer positions - a few dedicated individuals who, like yourself, truly believe that Hope 4 Africa can make a  
difference is all it takes to get the ball rolling (but, the more people you get to help, the easier it can be for you - just a word of advice). 
 
2. Look at/inquire about your university or high school’s process for becoming an official student organization. Often, we have found that this process includes   finding an 
adviser and drafting a constitution. An adviser is typically a member of faculty or staff that signs off on the club. Their role can be however involved they want it to be - 
from just signing documents to being an active participant in meetings and events. The constitution lays the foundation for the rules and practices of the club - it typically 
includes election procedures, officer roles, a statement of purpose, etc. Something we’ve seen is that most schools have more or less the same requirements when it 
comes to constitutions, so we can show you a sample to get you started on drafting yours. 
 
3. Advertisement. Once you’ve gathered a group of dedicated individuals and set the club on the way to becoming an official student organization, it’s time to advertise to 
the community. First and foremost, it is recommended that you establish an online presence by creating and utilizing a facebook page and twitter account. Social        
networking has been a powerful tool for us in the past and can do wonders for advertising your club. Beyond that, once school gets going you can start thinking about 
getting a story in the school paper, distributing flyers, and registering for a club exposition (an event that showcases student organizations to the student body - this 
seems to be almost universal at schools). 
 
With those latest steps, you are getting into the Public Relations duties of a club; this is just one aspect of running a successful Hope 4 Africa club at your school. 
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HOPE 4 AFRICA, INC 

Address:  P.O Box 9003, Ames, IA 50014 

Email address: info@hope4africa.info 

Websites: www.hope4africa.info, www.blog.hope4africa.info, www.store.hope4africa.info 

STAYING  IN  CONTACT  

It is simple, we are here for you. Whether it be providing you with more information on our organization or helping you 

plan an event, we are here to assist you in any way possible. This is why we would like to make sure we communicate 

frequently with the leader(s) of the clubs. To do this we will use several mediums: Skype, Facebook, Twitter, Email, Phone 
call or text messaging. We would like for you to keep in touch with us on a weekly basis, simply updating us on the club’s 

progress and telling us how we can be of any service to your club.  

APPAREL AND  ARTIFACTS 

Hope 4 Africa has been known for its apparel. We love making T-shirts and we like to think we are pretty good at it. Along 

with the T-shirts, we also sell artifacts locally made in Kenya, these include: bracelets, key chains and necklaces. This fall  

semester we were fortunate enough to launch an online store where we can sell any of our merchandise to anyone in 
the U.S. Therefore, we challenge you to check it out and buy a T-shirt or an artifact or both, it is the best way to spread 

the word about our organization. If you would like to buy several items in bulk for your club, just shoot us an email and 

we will get you situated.  

SENDING  MONEY  IN  

As you start organizing fundraisers and raise money for our programs, we  would like for you to send in your money by 

the following dates in the Fall and Spring semester. The reason for this is to ensure we are all aware of how far we are 

from reaching our goal for this school year which is: $15,000.  

Fall Semester: October 15 and December 15  

Spring Semester: March 1 and May 1  

RESOURCES 

We have setup a page on our website under Clubs 4 Hope, where you can access various resources. These includes  

anything from a sample constitution to information about past events to artwork that you can use for 

your events. We will be uploading more information as the year progresses, so make sure you check out 
the page from time to time. Also if you happen to need something that you think should be on there and it 

is not, shoot us an email and we will make the necessary additions. 

CLUBS 4 HOPE DIRECTORS 

Kyle Upchurch 

Email: jku3616@iastate.edu 

Skype: jonathan.kyle.upchurch 

Facebook: Jonathan Kyle Upchurch 

Phone: 515-556-9298 

BLOG   

In April of this year, we decided to launch a blog for our organization. If you want to know what is going on 

with Hope 4 Africa, this is the place to go. We will be posting several posts each week, in regards to our 

programs in Kenya, clubs here in America and spreading awareness about the situation in Africa. We 
would like to encourage you to visit it frequently as this will help you stay up to date. This is not only 

our blog but your blog as well, therefore if your club plans an event, we  want to hear how it went, so 

send us pictures and information about it and we will share it with others on the blog.  

Marisa Wilson 

Email: mjwilson@iastate.edu 

Skype: marisa.wilson23 

Facebook: Marisa Wilson 

Phone: 515-570-7737 

www.store.hope4africa.info 

www.blog.hope4africa.info 


